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We hope you enjoy your visit

The Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Northamptonshire
and Peterborough.  Registered charity no: 1000412

www.wildlifebcnp.org

How the Trust
cares for this
reserve
Rides and glades are mown in
late summer to encourage
wildflowers. Ride-side trees
and shrubs are cut back
periodically to create
sheltered, sunny
conditions that allow
insects, like butterflies,
to thrive. 

We are gradually removing guards
from the planted trees. Trees will be
removed to encourage a more varied age structure
and allow more light to reach the ground
encouraging a wider diversity of flora.

We monitor the wood to ensure our management is
conserving the important wildlife you find here.

To reverse the loss of woodland we are recreating
woodland on an arable field, where Dodhaws Wood
once stood. In time it will develop naturally to link
Southwick and Short Wood, making the woodlands
more robust to climate change and creating a
wildlife corridor for species
to move freely.

Access
Please park in the layby
and do not obstruct  gates
when parking. The rides and
paths can be wet and muddy
so wear appropriate footwear.
Please follow the country code; the
land surrounding the wood is private
so keep to paths and for the benefit of wildlife and
other visitors keep dogs on leads. Thank you.

How to find the reserve
OS Grid Reference TL 023 914
Take the Glapthorn road from Oundle to Southwick,
after passing alongside Glapthorn village park in the
layby at the top of the hill before the water tower. The
reserve entrance is located opposite the water tower,
approximately 150 metres walk along the roadside
from the layby.

Further information
Your local Wildlife Trust protects wildlife and
countryside for people to enjoy in Bedfordshire,
Cambridgeshire, Northamptonshire and Peterborough.
We are a charity dependent on voluntary contributions.

To contact us about this reserve or about how you
can support us please contact the Reserves Manager,
Lings House, Billing Lings, Northampton NN3 8BE, or
telephone: 01604 405285. Email:
northamptonshire@wildlifebcnp.org

To join the Wildlife Trust please contact the
Membership Manager, The Wildlife Trust, The Manor
House, Broad Street, Great Cambourne CB23 6DH or
telephone: 01954 713500. E-mail:
cambridgeshire@wildlifebcnp.org
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origins. May and
early June are one of
the best times to visit
the wood to enjoy it’s
beautiful displays of
springtime
wildflowers, with
spectacular carpets
of bluebells, mixed
with the white

flowers of greater stitchwort and occasional pink
purple patches of early purple orchids. Small shrubs
by the path side become entwined in honeysuckle
with it’s impressive yellow trumpet like flowers a
favourite of bumblebees.

The wood previously had large areas of elm
trees, but in the late 1960s areas of the wood
were replanted to replace elm trees felled
following the spread of Dutch elm disease.
However, a few large elm trees still
survive in the south eastern area
of the wood. Areas of dense
shrubs provide excellent cover
for birds like woodcock,
bullfinch, and one of
Britain’s smallest birds –
the wren.

The damp rides and glades
hold a myriad of summer
wildflowers, including wild
angelica, ragged robin and
meadowsweet. Along with
bramble these provide
important nectar sources
for insects like butterflies,
including brimstone (one
of the first butterflies to
emerge in spring), speckled
wood and the rare black

hairstreak butterfly normally only
seen for a few weeks in late June.

If you’re quiet you may come
across fallow deer grazing or hear
muntjac deer barking in the

distance. Both species of
deer have been introduced
to this country.Though a
wonderful sight in the
countryside, due to their
large numbers in this area
they can cause serious
damage to trees and
wildflowers.

Southwick Wood is a surviving fragment of a vast

mediaeval hunting ground known as the

Rockingham Forest that once covered northeast

Northamptonshire. It is an important example of

ancient woodland, which is a rare and declining

wildlife habitat in the UK. While other woods have

been lost by clearance and to agriculture,

Southwick Wood has retained its valuable wildlife

since at least 1600 AD.

Purchased by the Wildlife Trust in 2007 this nature

reserve covers 22 hectares, stretching over three

quarters of a mile along the top of a shallow

ridge. The woods elevation offers good views

particular east to the famous church at

Fotheringhay.

What to look for
The wood has a number of
impressive large oak trees some
are believed to be over 
400 years old, these provide
important habitats for
roosting pipstrelle bats,
fungi, wood-boring beetles
and birds like the great
spotted woodpecker that
nest and feed on the rotting
parts of the trees. Listen out
for the drumming call of the
woodpecker as it taps it’s beak
against tree branches.

Look out for the glorious red leaves of
wild service trees in autumn. These trees
along with some springtime wildflowers and grasses
like wood melick are indicators of the wood’s ancient
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